AIR FORCE MSRR WORKING GROUP MEETING

Thursday January 21, 1999

Orlando Florida

1. Col. Thompson, HQAF/XOCP - Opened the meeting with a brief discussion of two XOC divisions, XOCA, the programs division and XOCP, the infrastructure division.  He strongly emphasized the need for interoperability of models and simulations and reuse of key resources, such as software.  Col. Thompson’s emphasis was on the value and use of the AFMSRR as the key to reuse and interoperability.  He further mentioned the Authoritative Data Source (ADS) is important to the AFMSRR.  (See below for more on ADS)

Major Schwarz, AFAMS - Lead a discussion and status since the last meeting of the AFMSRR working group.  Provided handouts from the last MSRR User Group Conference with statistics and lessons learned (Link to January 12, 1999 BoD Meeting “November Users Conference Out-Brief”).  The next meeting of the MSRR User Group Conference will be 28 – 29 April 1999 at (Washington DC).

2. Major Schwarz briefed on the recent MSRR Board of Directors meeting and noted DMSO was developing an Ultraseek search capability on the DMSO MSRR system.  The Ultraseek search is focused on a collection of M&S related URL’s/links.  A handout of the current Ultraseek screen was provided.  Maj Schwarz ask each Resource Coordinator (RC) to review the list for appropriate links for their area and to submit links to DMSO that would be appropriate to add.

Major Schwarz ask the working group if they felt a users group conference for AF users would be a useful tool to enhance registration issues and educate the user community on the value of the AFMSRR.  No consensus was reached and this will be an action item for the RC’s to respond to at the next meeting. 

3. Tammie McClellan, IST, provided a working tutorial on the search and admin features of the AFMSRR web site.  She reviewed the use of the standard and external search features.  The new search feature for the AFMSRR will be a QBE (Query By Example) type search that provides a means to structure your search to find specific information from nodes you select.  (Note: since the last meeting a new version of the AFMSRR was implemented with enhanced search capabilities)

She also covered the use and intent of record maintenance and editing of POC information under the administration section.  The administration section provides a variety of functions to manage and display your own resources.

4. 1/LT Rosenthal of ESC/DIS asked about including a “quick search” type feature like he has seen on commercial sites.  IST agreed to look into putting the suggested 'quick search' on the Navigation bar.  

5. Sam Fragapane from AFAMS presented a brief on the Authoritative Data Source (ADS) program.  A copy of the briefing was presented to each attendee.  HQ/XOC has submitted a letter to DMSO in support of ADS and stating the Air Force is on board.  Of specific importance is that RC’s will need to take the lead to determine which of three categories each data source information being submitted fits in.  There are currently 271 Air Force data source items on the DMSO ADS database that will be turned over to us.  This list of data sources will be forwarded to each RC in the near future for their review.

6. Resource Coordinators and users are encouraged to review field definitions and suggest changes as appropriate.  Field definitions are located on each registration forms next to each field with and underline.  These fields are meant to help define what the intent of that field is and to provide examples.

7. The capability to relate resources was emphasized.  As an example, if you are entering a reference document that mentions a model, that model can easily be related so that in a report, one could see all the references for a given model and vice versa.

8. The Classified Node is expected to be operational in May 1999.  Unclassified data will be available on the classified node and will be updated on a regular basis.  This will allow users logged into the classified node to also have access to the same information on the unclassified AFMSRR.  

9. As an action item, Major Schwarz asked the group to think about what, if any, new fields should be added to the classified node that are not currently on the unclassified node.  As an additional action item, he has requested each of you to be alert for items that should be covered on the classified node.  Things like warnings, flags, banners, low level encryption, etc.  

10. M&S related facilities and M&S Enabling Technologies were mentioned as additional resource categories in the next version (build). 

11. Major Schwarz discussed the Hamre (OSD) letter on www sites.  That letter may be found at http://www.defenselink.mil/admin/about.htm#Web Policies.  The AFMSRR has been reviewed twice since IOC and found to be in conformance with applicable web regulations.  AFAMS will continue to track the OSD and AF policies and quidance to ensure we are in compliance.  It is recommended that each RC review their resources periodically to ensure the collection of information is appropriate for pubic release.

12. Measures of merit.  Major Schwarz asked all to be on the look out for “good news” stories and any other criteria that will help measure the effectiveness of the AFMSRR.  A user survey was discussed along with online questionnaires.  Does the AFMSRR save users time?  Does it provide the missing link for users in search of an M&S resource?  Most importantly, did the AFMSRR save a user dollars by finding a resource that meets their needs?  

13. Outreach and Publicity.  The discussion was focused on what is the best way to “get the word out” about the AFMSRR to get providers of information registered and users to come the web site.  It was agreed that one very good way is to place a quarterly article in the XOC Vector Check publication.  Additionally, some discussion was directed at generating another “all AF message, like the one that went out about one and a half years ago.

14. Under the plan for getting more resources registered, John Bishop, from IST, explained his work in logging on as the Registrar and registering resources from a variety of sources to include the Air Force Publications Center and from a variety of hard copy documents collected.  The idea is to do the busy work in the registration of a resource and have the owner accept their responsibility and provide the SME data to complete the registration.  John is also encouraging owners to register their own resources.

15. M&S events.  John Bishop briefed the Modeling and Simulation Events Calendar IST, operates.  This calendar has worldwide events for all the military services.  The events cover M&S, R&D, Acquisition, and Military Operations.  It is a subscription calendar whereby, as a subscriber, you will receive a copy of each event posted in your incoming email box.  The calendar is found at http://vp.sc.ist.ucf.edu/calendar/IST/ and you can subscribe to the calendar from that site.

16. The final discussion was concerning the need for a tutorial, perhaps on a CD ROM, or online, etc.  The consensus was that is not needed at this time particularly since the AFMSRR Users manual is complete and will be available in hard copy and online.

Action Item Summary:

1. Review DMSO ULTRSEEK List of AF links (Due: 19 March 1999).  Provide edits and additions (Due: Ongoing). 

Action: Resource Coordinators.

2. Review field definitions and recommend changes as appropriate (Due: 19 March 1999).

Action: Resource Coordinators

3. Suggest items in preparation for the classified node.  Items designed to be a constant reminder that its classified such as banners, tags, flags, low level encryption, etc. New or revised field definitions. (Due: 19 March 1999)

Action:  Resource Coordinators

4. Do you have an AFMSRR “good news” story?  Give examples of how AFMSRR helped save resources ($$, hours, etc) (Due: Ongoing)

Action:  Resource Coordinators/All users

5.  Review resources to ensure collection of information is appropriate for public release (Aggregation of information).  (Due Ongoing)

Action:  Resource Coordinators/All users
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