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Colonel David M. Votipka (V8) is Commander, Air Force Agency for Modeling and Simulation (AFAMS).  AFAMS is the Air Force’s top-level modeling and simulation (M&S) policy implementation, integration, and support agency.  As Commander, Col Votipka is responsible for the implementation, integration, support, and transition of high-level M&S concepts and capabilities covering the full-spectrum of the AF mission.

Colonel Votipka was born in Fairbury, Nebraska.  He received a Bachelor of Science Degree in Electrical Engineering and Computer Science from the U.S. Air Force Academy in 1980 and a Master’s degree in Mechanical Engineering from New Mexico State University, Las Cruces, New Mexico in 1987.  He is a graduate of Squadron Officer’s School, Air Command and Staff College, and Air War College. Prior to Colonel Votipka’s assignment as a resident student at the Air War College, he was an Operations Officer at Joint Chiefs of Staff J-3, Joint Operations Division-Central Command Section.

Colonel Votipka entered the Air Force in 1980, receiving his commission from the U.S. Air Force Academy.  He attended undergraduate pilot training at Laughlin AFB, Texas from June 1980 to June 1981; Lead-In Fighter Training at Holloman AFB, New Mexico, from July 1981 to September 1981; and A-10 pilot training at Davis Monthan AFB, Arizona from October 1981 to February 1982. He has held positions as an A-10 instructor pilot, Fighter Lead-In instructor pilot, Chief of Wing Combat Readiness Assessment, Chief of Wing Weapons and Training, Director of Operations, Squadron Commander, and Operations Group Deputy Commander.  Other assignments include Commander of USAF Academy Parachute and Soaring Training Programs, and Chief of Air Combat Operations at the USAFE Warrior Preparation Center.

Colonel Votipka is a Command Pilot with more than 2,700 flight hours.  He has flown the T-37, T-38, AT-38B, TG-7A, UV-18B, A-10A, and OA-10A.  He is also a Master Parachutist with over 700 jumps.  His awards include the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, the Air Force Meritorious Service Medal with four oak leaf clusters, the Aerial Achievement Medal with two oak leaf clusters, the Air Force Commendation Medal with two oak leaf clusters, the Joint Service Achievement Medal, and the Air Force Achievement Medal with one oak leaf cluster.

