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Mary C. (Connie) Fischer, PhD

Dr. Fischer is the Technical Director of the Air Force Agency for Modeling and Simulation (AFAMS), the Air Force Center of Excellence for Modeling and Simulation located in Orlando, FL.  Prior to her appointment as Executive Director, Dr. Fischer was responsible for managing selected major AF M&S advanced technology, development, standards and information programs.   

Before joining the AF/XOC/AFAMS team, Dr. Fischer was the Chief of the Cost Analysis Division of the US Army Simulation, Training and Instrumentation Command (STRICOM).  In this position she directed all cost analysis activities for the command, including the planning, development and implementation of Earned Value Management System (EVMS) report analysis; Army Materiel Command Cost Busters initiatives reviews; and validation of all cost estimates whether Rough Order of Magnitude (ROM) or full Program Life Cycle Cost Estimate (PLCCE). 

Dr. Fischer was the Project Director for the Aggregate Level Simulation Protocol (ALSP) program for the DoD Executive Agent, STRICOM from February 1993 to November 1997. Management of this program involved coordination with all Services, Office of the Secretary of Defense (OSD) and the Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS). Dr. Fischer’s responsibilities included, but were not limited to, planning, directing, organizing, controlling, reviewing, coordinating and approving the efforts of engineering, technical and support personnel, both government and contractor, who are tasked with the design, development, test, evaluation, and fielding of the ALSP Joint Training Confederation (JTC) and the ALSP Infrastructure Software (AIS).  Dr. Fischer’s initial efforts established a management structure that enabled the modeling and simulation (M&S) community to focus efforts in a coordinated and cooperative way thus ensuring a more viable JTC.

As a Senior Operations Research Analyst at STRICOM, Dr. Fischer held assignments as the Chief of the Automation Support Management Division supporting the STRICOM computer system and in the Engineering Division supporting technology based research programs and training device acquisition.  As an operations research analyst with the US Army Training and Doctrine Command (TRADOC) Combined Arms Combat Developments Activity (CACDA) she developed the analytical prioritization methodology, the Multiple Attribute Decision Tree Technique, used for the Close Combat Capability Analysis (CCCA) and the Battlefield Development Plan for 1989 (BDP‑89).

Prior to entering federal service, Dr. Fischer taught operations research and related mathematics courses at the graduate and undergraduate levels for Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, University of Southern Colorado, University of Tennessee, University of Colorado, University of Maryland, Troy State University, and Western New England College.  She holds a Doctor of Philosophy degree from Columbia Pacific University and a Master of Business Administration from Western New England College.  Dr. Fischer has also earned graduate degrees in mathematics from the University of Illinois and the University of Tennessee.   She is a graduate of the U.S. Army Command and General Staff College (CGSC), the Defense Systems Management College (DSMC) Program Management Course (PMC), the USDA Executive Potential Program (EPP), and the US Air Force Air War College (AWC). Dr. Fischer is a member of the Army Acquisition Corps with Level III certification in four functional specialty areas: Systems Planning, Research, Development and Engineering; Program Management; Business, Cost Estimating and Financial Management; and Communications and Computer Systems. 
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